
No Love in God Which is not Effectual
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(Extracted from Christ Dying and Drawing Sinners to Himself)

We are hence taught to acknowledge no love to be in God which is not effectual in doing good to the creature; there is
no lip−love, no raw well−wishing to the creature which God doth not make good: we know but three sorts of love, that
God has to the creature, all the three are like the fruitful womb; there is no misscarrying, no barrenness in the womb of
divine love; he loves all that he has made; so far as to give them a being, to conserve them in being as long as he
pleaseth: he had a desire to have Sun, Moon, Stars, Earth, Heaven, Sea, Clouds, Air; he created them out of the womb
of love and out of goodness, and keeps them in being; he can hate nothing that he hath made, now according to
Arminians, he wished the a being to many things in their seed and causes, as he wished the earth to be more fruitful
before the fall than now it is, so that against God's will, and his good will to the creatures, he comes short of that
natural antecedent love, that he beareth to creatures, he could have wished death never to be, nor sickness, nor old age
(say Arminians) nor barrenness of the earth, nor corruption. Nay, but though these have causes by rule of justice, in
the sins of men, yet we have no cause to say God falls short of his love, and wished and declared such and such a good
to the creature; but things miscarried in his hand; his love was like a mother that conceiveth many children, but they
die in the womb; so God willed and loved the being of many things; but they could not be, the love of God was like
the miscarrying womb that parts with the dead child, we cannot acknowledge any such love in God.

2. There is a second love and mercy in God, by which he loves all Men and Angels; yea, even his enemies, makes the
Sun to shine on the unjust man, as well as the just, and causeth dew and rain to fall on the orchards and fields of the
bloody and deceitful man, whom the Lord abhors; as Christ teacheth us, Math. 5.43,44,45,46,47,48. nor doth God
miscarry this love, he desires the eternal being of damned Angels and Men; he sends the Gospel to many Reprobates,
and invites them to repentance and with longaniminity and forbearance, suffereth pieces of froward dust to fill the
measure of their iniquity, yet does not the Lord's general love fall short of what he willeth to them.

3. There is a love of special election to glory; far less can God come short in the end of this love: For 1. the work of
redemption prospereth in the hands of Christ, even to the satisfaction of his soul, saving of sinners, (all glory to the
Lamb) is a thriving and successful work in Christ's hands Isa. 53.10,11. He shall see of the travail of his soul and be
satisfied. 2. Christ cannot shoot at the rovers and miss his mark: I should desire no more, but to be once in Christ's
chariot paved with love, Cant.3. Were I once assured I am in the circle and compass of that love of Election; I should
not be afraid that the chariot can be broken or turned off its wheels; Christ's chariot can go through the red Sea, though
not dried up : he shoots arrows of love and cannot miss, he rides through hell and the grave, and makes the dead his
living captives and prisoners. 3. This love is natively of it felt active; Hezekiah saith in his song, Isa. 38.17. Behold for
peace I had great bitterness: but thou hadst in love to my soul (delivered) me from the pit of corruption, but in hebrew
it is, thou hast loved my soul out of the pit of corruption, because thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back; he
speaketh of God's love as if it were a living man with flesh and bones, arms, hands, and feet, went down to the pit, and
lifted up Hezechiah's soul out of the pit; so has the love of Christ loved us out of hell, or loved away to hell, and loved
death down to the grave, and loved sin away, and loved us out of the arms of the Devil; Christ's love is a pursuing and
a conquering thing; I shall never believe that this love of redemption stands so many hundreds miles aloof on the
shore; and the bank of the river, and lake of fire and brimstone, and cries afar off and wisheth all mankind may come
to land and shore, and calleth to them being so many hundreds miles from them, words of milk, wine and honey, out
of the Gospel, and crieth that Christ loveth all and every one to salvation; and if wishes could make men happy, Christ
earnestly wishes and desires, if all men were alike well minded to their own salvation, that all and every one might be
saved, that there were not a Hell; but he will not put the top of his little finger in their heart to bow and incline their
will, and Christ crieth to the whole world perishing in sin, I have shed my blood for you all, and wish you much
happiness; but if ye will not come to me to believe: I purpose not to pass over the line of Arminian decency or
Jesuitical congruity, nor can I come to you to draw your hearts, by way of efficacious determination, if ye will do for
your selves and your own salvation, the greatest part of the work, which is of the work, which is to apply redemption,
by your own free−will (though I cannot be masters of yourselves, of one good thought, and are dead in sins, as I have
done the other lesser part, purchased salvation for you, or made you all reconcilable and saveable, its well; otherwise I
love the salvations of you and every one; but I will not procure it, but leave that to your free−will; choose fire or
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water, heaven or hell as the counsels of you own heart shall lead you; and I have done with you; Oh such a love as this
could never save me ! If the young heir had wisdom, he should pray that the wise tutor lay not the falling or the
standing of the house on his green head and raw glassy or weather−cock free will; we shall cast down our crowns at
the feet of him that sitteth on the Throne, because he has redeemed us out of all nations, tongues and languages; and
left these nations to perish in their own wicked way : sue in heaven I shall have no Arminian thoughts as now I have,
through corruption of nature. I shall not then divide the song of free Redemption between the Lamb and free−will :
and give the largest share to free−will ; my soul enter not into their counsels and secrets, who thus black Christ, and
shame that fair spotless and excellent grace of God.
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